
 

 

 

America’s Relationship with Israel 

I support the strong bonds that exist between the United States and Israel. My wife and I have been 

married for over 30 years. Her parents were Jewish and she was raised in the Jewish faith.  

I am a retired Colonel with 25 years of military service who served in the Middle East in the 1990’s in 

Operation Southern Watch and as the former Chief Prosecutor for the terrorism trials at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. After retiring from the military, I served as the head of the Foreign Affairs, Defense and Trade 
Division at Congressional Research Service. My division was responsible for providing advice and 

assistance to the House and Senate on matters related to national security and foreign affairs, which 
included our very important relationship with Israel. My personal and professional experiences bolster 
my belief that ensuring that Israel remains strong and prosperous is a vital national interest of the 

United States.  

As the only truly democratic system of government in the Middle East/North Africa region, Israel is 
America’s essential ally in maintaining global security, a true friend, and a beacon of individual freedom 

in a volatile section of the world.  

 

Military Assistance 

I support the Memorandum of Understanding the United States and Israel signed in 2016 that commits 

the United States to provide $38 billion in military aid over the ten-year period from FY 2019 through FY 
2028. Those funds are essential to protecting the vital security interests of the United States and Israel. 
Israel is the first nation outside the United States to receive and operate the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the 
most technologically advanced fighter jet ever made and a key part of ensuring that Israel maintains a 

qualitative military edge over its adversaries. I support continued cooperation on missile defense, 
including short and medium range missile defense systems and the high-altitude Arrow III missile 
defense system to thwart potential nuclear missile threats before they reenter the atmosphere. 

 
Every year, North Carolina-based private companies such as Honeywell International and Piedmont 
Propulsion Systems proudly provide tens of millions of dollars worth of U.S. technical assistance and 

equipment to Israeli security operations. 

 



Economic, Scientific, and Cultural Partnerships 

The United States and Israel have potential for expanded cooperation on non-military issues, including 

refugee resettlement and assistance, as well as combatting COVID-19. I support expanded opportunities 

for economic, scientific, and cultural partnerships.  

In North Carolina, our state university system has received millions of dollars in grants through the 
Binational Agricultural Research and Development Fund (BARD) and Binational Science Foundation 

(BSF). The North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics and the Israel Arts and Science Academy 

share a joint curriculum.  

North Carolina and Israel share a longstanding, formal cooperative relationship. The Israel-North 
Carolina International Commission (INCIC) has been creating opportunities for NC-Israel engagement 

across many sectors since Democratic Governor Jim Hunt signed it into law during the Clinton 

Administration (1996).  

 

Combatting Iran 

The great North Carolina poet Maya Angelou was right: “When someone shows you who they are, 
believe them the first time.” Iranian leaders have expressed a clear desire to destroy Israel and there is 
no reason to doubt that is their true intent. Iran’s continued work on ballistic missile technology, their 

deployment of forces in Syria, their continued support for and arming of Hezbollah in Syria and Lebanon, 
and their role in the ongoing civil war in Yemen are grave concerns. The United States cannot ignore 
Iran’s acts of aggression. We cannot allow Iran to acquire or develop a nuclear weapon. The United 

States would have been in a stronger position to oppose Iran’s nuclear ambitions had we remained in 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (“JCPOA”) negotiated by the United States and our European 
allies. The Trump Administration’s withdrawal from the JCPOA has eroded America’s credibility, 

weakened our influence, alienated our friends and allies, and made the United States and Israel less 
safe. I will work in the 117th  Congress and with the next administration to do everything possible to 
prevent Iran from developing or acquiring nuclear weapons and to curtail Iran’s destabilizing influence in 

the region. 

I fully support The Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act of 2017 (CAATSA), which 

bans financial and technical assistance to foreign persons affiliated with the IRGC, including Hezbollah.  

 

A Two-State Solution 

I support active American leadership to achieve lasting peace through a two-state solution to the 
Israel-Palestine conflict. While such an agreement must ultimately be negotiated by Israeli and 

Palestinian leaders, the United States can play an important leadership role and help facilitate the 
process. I am opposed to expansion of Israeli settlements on the West Bank. I support a capital for both 
Israel and Palestine, to be negotiated by the two parties, along with the exact geometry of the borders. I 

oppose any unilateral actions that obstruct the path forward towards a two-state solution. While the 
United States can be a key facilitator, Israeli and Palestinian leaders must be committed to engage in 
good faith negotiations and with a recognition of each other’s interests and rights. Palestinian 



negotiators must recognize Israel’s rightful existence as a Jewish homeland and renounce violence by 

Hamas, Hezbollah and other extremists. Israeli negotiators must recognize the essential human rights of 
Palestinians and commit to work cooperatively and in good faith with a future Palestinian state. I am 
hopeful that the recent agreement between Israel and the United Arab Emirates is an indication of the 

potential for continued success in achieving diplomatic resolution of issues and the promotion of a 
sustainable peace. I see further opportunity for normalization of relations throughout the region, and I 

am optimistic that other MENA countries including Sudan and Bahrain will soon follow this path. 

 

The Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (“BDS”) Movement 

I recognize that BDS has harmed Israeli and Palestinian business interests alike, including even small 

family businesses not associated with the Government of Israel. United States business interests who 
wish to do trade with Israel suffer as well.  For this reason, I support HR246 (2019). HR246 upholds 
freedom of personal speech (including boycotts) as a Constitutionally-protected American value, while 
condemning those who would use BDS as a cudgel to delegitimize or destabilize Israel as an 

independent, democratic, Jewish State.  

 

Conclusion 

Unlike my alt-right Republican opponent, I do not refer to Hitler as “the Fuhrer” and visiting Hitler’s 
Bavarian vacation home is not on my “bucket list.” When asked if he had reached out to Jewish 
residents in the 11th  Congressional District to explain his visit to Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest, my opponent’s 

campaign initially said no, because “it’s not a particularly large community.” My opponent is also on 
record calling religions other than his own narrow flavor of Christianity “empty”. I find this behavior, and 

the mindset it reveals, bigoted and repugnant. 

I will represent the entire district and all of the communities within it no matter how large or small. I am 

pleased to be endorsed and supported by members of the local Jewish community as well as notable 
national figures. I understand the strategic importance of a strong Israel and I will work to maintain and 
enhance the close relationship between the United States and Israel. I do so not because it is politically 

expedient; I do so because it is the right thing to do. 


